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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

PELLAGRA. 
JACKSON, LA. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Lavinder reports, October 26 : 

In accordance with bureau orders of October 9, directing me to 
proceed to Jackson, La., for the purpose of investigating certain cases 
of pellagra in the state insane asylum at that place, I arrived at 
Jackson on the 16th. 

I immediately communicated with Dr. Clarence Pierson, the super- 
intendent, and remained until I had completed my investigation. 
I also had a conference with the superintendent and a representative 
of the state board of health. 

This institution is the larger of two state institutions of its kind. 
It is located in a very small town in a salubrious section of the State. 
It cares for about 1,500 insane. The institution is an old one. The 
place is apparently well managed and the patients are well cared for. 

Ten positive cases of pellagra and 5 cases suspicious, but requir- 
ing further observation, were found. The general type of the disease 
was rather mild in many of its manifestations, but the diagnosis, in 
my opinion, was quite clear. 

Nothing of a local nature to account for the appearance of the dis- 
ease in the institution could be found nor could any suggestion be 
advanced in the way of prophylaxis other than a careful inspection 
of all corn products or the discontinuance of the use of this cereal 
as a foodstuff. 

At the Charity Hospital in New Orleans I saw 2 well-marked 
cases of pellagra and 1 suspect. 

Reports of plague-prevention work at San Francisco, Oakland, and 
Point Richmond, and in Alameda, Contra Costa, Merced, San 
Benito, San Joaquin, Santa Clara, and Solano counties, Col. 

Surgeon Blue reports : 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Last case of human plague: Sickened, January 30, 1908. 
Last case of rodent plague: Trapped, October 23, 1908. 

Week ended October 28. 

Dead inspected 104 

Plague 

Premises inspected 1> 604 

Houses disinfected 38 

Nuisances abated 188 
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